




Understanding Landscape 
Conservation Initiatives

Working Example 



GIS Guiding Parameters

• A context for initiatives, not a NE assessment
(Are there gaps between resources/
stewardship/landscape initiatives?)

• Mix of existing resources and identified value

•Use best available information first, then create
consistency across states

•Data scale of 30 meters grid/HUC 12

•Analysis at landscape initiative scale 
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT CONSERVATION CONTEXT 

Stewardship

Habitat

Water resources

Agriculture and Forestry

Recreational resources

Transportation
infrastructure

Energy infrastructure

Water infrastructure

Urban growth

Large landscape
conservation initiatives



Stewardship

Recreational resources

CONSERVATION CONTEXT 

Agricultural and forest

Water resources

Habitat

Proximity to Parks
Greenline Status
Land Trust Activity
Stewardship Partners

Land cover
Habitat Core/Hubs
Priority habitats/SWAPS
Indicator Species

Crop, pasture and forest
Economic Production 
District/Special Protection
Forest Assessment

Water/Use Classification
% Impervious Surface
Quality/Trout Status
Public Water Supply 
Aquifers

Parks/public spaces
Access to open space
Trails/W+S RIvers
Cultural Districts
State/Other Priority



Questions:

1. Does the definition work?

2. How to measure success or achievements (in addition to 
specific acreage preserved / purchased)?

3. What are the key words that will create consistency and 
sorting capacity between among initiatives?

4. Are GIS parameters appropriate?

5. Are there additional data layers we should consider using?

6. How do we not undervalue resources in urban areas?
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